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Deciding on a place to live isn’t always easy.
Although the traditional American Dream has
typically included buying a house with & yard
/%\ and a white picket fence, world economies
K} don’t always consider traditional dreams.
People need to weigh their options when
deciding whether to rent an apartment or buy a
house. There are many things to consider, and
both options have their pros and cons.
‘ - Probably the biggest advantage to renting is
flexibility. Although you'l need to sign a lease agreement, this can be for
a short term —sometimes less than a year—which is handy if you think you
may be relocating soon. Remember 1o ead the fine print on that contract! It
will probably include rules about keeping pets and how much advance notice
you need to give the landlord before you move out. You'll need to put down 8
security deposit, which is usually equivalent to one month's rent. Sometimes
utilities are included in the rent, but you may need to pay those separately. Very
often the utility companies will charge a hookup fee. Of course, you’re on
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i d high—speed Internet connectiong,
ou want cable TV an | :
VO,:I L‘i;wcr:)gfsx{deration for renters IS parking. You'ré usually out of luck Y0,

choose a big apartment building in @ city. However, some apartment g

=s in the suburbs provide parking areas. Be careful: this could be a higqg,

extra. The biggest advantage to renting i? ’.chat i ?”S{;fr"ng goes wrong, You'rs
off the hook—it' the landlord’s responsibility o 'Txh' AT

Buying a house is always a tempting choice. ifl#]’s‘ e is that instegg
paying money to a landlord each montr_l, you pay 0 ! e mortgage and owp,
your own home. Of course, the downgde is trjat you'll need a b'Q chunk o
change for a down payment. In addition, you'l Qeed to pay olosupg Costs
and realtor fees, as well as buying homeowners Insurance. Is renting start.
ing to look better and better to you? Most towns have rules gbout what yoy
may do with your lot. For example, you'll need to get a permit to put up 5
fence, and there are rules about how high the fence can be, and where on
the property line it must go.

And let’s not forget what American Founding Father Benjamin Frankiin
said: “In this world nothing is certain but death and taxes.” Ah yes, another
good reason to rent: no property taxes! Although towns provide convenient
services like trash collection and recreation, they get the money for these
services from a homeowner’s property taxes.

DIALOGUE 1: TRACK 20 #

ALAN: Hey, Lia, what did you think about the apartment you looked at this
morning?

LIA: Oh, boy. | was pretty disappointed.

ALAN: Really? I'm surprised. | thought you’d love the neighborhood.

Llﬁfh Yeah, that was the upside. The neighborhood is away from the cit
S0 the yard was beautiful. But here’s the downside: there wasn't a Subway
anywhere near the place! It would take forever to get to work.

ALAN: Could you take a bus?

LIA: It wasn’t on the bus route t
weren't any appliances.
but | really wanted one in
even have a microwavel!

hat goes to my office. And besides, te"®
The building had a laundry room in the basemé™
the apartment. And | couldn’t believe it didn’

How would | zap my popcorn every night?

LIA: | S rent appliances or even buy them secondha"d'
SO t-ha%g?s:tsr%tiﬁoinyryay’ 't had only one bedroom. We have three kid5
g space. There were just too many downsides
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me to rent that place.

ALAN: What's that old proverb? “If at first you don't sy
T Cceed, t i .
| guess you'll just have to keep looking to find your dream apartrr{w;% again.

Chores are small household tasks done in the home.

These include doing laundry, washing dishes, cleaning
and taking out the trash. '

; Er.randfs are t.asks that are done outside the house. These are
. .~ things like going to the bank, going grocery shopping, going to
3 *  the post office, and going to the dry cleaner.

VOCABULARY
» advance notice: telling someone about something before you do it
+ appliances: large machines for household chores
® chunk of change: a large amount of money
» consider: think about
« down payment: the money required to begin the buying process
® downside: disadvantage; con
¢ equivalent: about the same as
* flexibility: ability to change easily
* Founding Fathers: the men who formed the country and wrote the
Constitution of the United States
® handy: convenient
* hookup: connection
* lease agreement: a rental contract
* lot: the property
® off the hook: not held responsible for something
* options: choices
® out of luck: don't have a chance
* pretty: as an adjective this means attra
rather or quite
* property line: boundary
* pros and cons: advantages and disadvantages

ctive; as an adverb, it means
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siness is to help people buy and sell homeg

u
. person whose b .
e realtor: p n and relaxation

e recreation: activities for fu

relocating: moving : .
i ecOndhegmd' used items that can be purchased inexpensively
® 5 .

« security deposit: money kept in an account in case the apartment
is damaged .

o short term: for a small amount of time

@ take forever: take a very long time |

¢ tempting: makes you want something

e typically: usually

@ upside: advantage; pro

o utilities: electric, water, gas, and cable

 weigh one’s options: think apbout choices

« white picket fence: a painted wooden fence with small slats

® you’re on your own: it’s your responsibility

® zap (also nuke): cook in a microwave oven

PRONUNCIATION
POINTER

Remember to join your phrases. Prepositions are not usually stressed.

Chunk of change will sound like chunka change. Out of luck will sound
like outta luck.

GRAMMAR REMINDER 1: The
Negatives, Verb to be

To form the negative past sim
not. Remember that most s
examples from the dialogue
Examples:
There wasn't a Subway
There weren’t any appli

Past Simple Tense—

ble of the verb to be, use was or were and
Peakers will use the contraction. Look at thes?

anywhere near the place!
ances,
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Before you settle down in any new place you
n.eed to take a look at your lifestyle. Are ;zou a
CI_ty person? Do you like to be within walking
distance of everything you need? If you enjoy

a quick walk down the block to buy a news-
Paper and coffee, and you like being with lots

of people, then urban life may be for you. The
upside of life in the city is convenience. It's nice
to be close to all the things you enjoy: museums,

| shopping, movies, libraries . . . and work. And
the mass transit system in a city makes it simple to get around.

On the other hand, life in the suburbs is often part of the white-picket-
fence American Dream. Suburbs are areas just outside the city where
homes are usually larger, and there’s more open space. Instead of stores
within walking distance, there are shopping malls you drive to. Homes often
have large yards for flower and vegetable gardens. Many houses have pa-
tios to enjoy outdoor living.

Apartments in the suburbs are usually larger, too, and there are often
areas for playgrounds, parking, and cooking out. Suburbs where there are
many commuters who travel to jobs in the city are sometimes called “bed-
room communities.” People work in the urban areas, but they return to their
ed. suburban homes to sleep. The upside of suburban life is the space and
yund privacy from nearby neighbors. The downside is that people often need a
car to get around.

If you really want to get away from it all, you may decide that life in the
country is for you. Picture the rolling hills and miles of farmland. Listen t_o the
sounds of birds. Ahh, peace and quiet! But unless milking cows is your idea
of the dream job, you may want to think carefully about living in the country.

nd DIALOGUE 2: TRACK 213

these ALAN: Lia, since that apartment in the *burbs wasn’t what you're Iqok(i)ng for,
have you thought about trying to find a place a little closer to the city:

LIA: | really think that's what | need to do. The subur_bs are beautifyl, gut
there wasn’t one store nearby. The kids couldn’t egsﬂy wa!k toa frler;( S
house—we’d have to arrange play dates. And | think getting to wor

Would be a huge headache.
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dow ( \,\ntn o)
ake lots of friends. Th gﬂ'da ¥ {odaﬂnﬁ:&
. ids to m eyjuge | (P 0",
. is great for Ki o st 1 '
ALAN: Yeah, the oft ﬁa;%rygabout play dates whenlgrew upinabig gy | | M:“]vldnﬂ 4 f 4
walk outside! We dl Have a big garden, put there are 100 many dowp,. ,tw irl'fd E M[NO rbs
—_ ;
LIA: It would be nicé ' Rﬂ r\/e
sides to the suburbs: ’ ity person! Pl
. | think you've decided already. You're @ ity P GRN.MS i aliveso'f
ALAN: | think y Negaﬂve' pasi negdd df'd“ [
- Yeah, | think | am. - A A0 a0l
il i ou haven’t thought about life in the country wi, ngp geS] aﬂdfor e’
ALAN: | guess this means you i =, L
mooing cows and clucking chickens | 2 o W‘”Ie,,jﬂftn@
know what kind of neighbors you'll have in a big city i
LIA: Well, you never Mogueﬁ' "
apartment! o i
e 't walk to a friend’s didn'twm coway
kids in the suburbs often c_alj . £ i gl
Egl(j:gsteheir parents arrange a specific day and time for a visi. nwnweveﬂha"

It's considered polite to take turns hosting the kids: One week
it's her turn, at her house; the next week it's your turn, at your

house. (We know which one we prefer!)

[ — ﬂ‘r\ Nomatter
Each language has its own way 1o descripe the sounds that i$>$.«$~'z ) i youl
animals make. In English, onomatopoeia is the term used for g :

writing a word that is the sound it makes (for example, cluck, "t.“e .

moo, and buzz). b ﬁiﬁe@ﬂt.t

o et o S Woure,
VOCABULARY Y af
@ ’burbs: suburbs Fang
@ city person: someone who is most comfortable in a city “}5 Ureq
* country: an area with farms, few homes, and lots of open space in EVth.mC
® get away from it all: leave responsibilities and relax ebhﬂnelgasafree |”
@ headache: something complicated and annoying élnternetc L
* lifestyle: the way people choose to spend their time Sselst \ bj|| "
* mooing and clucking: sounds made by cows and chickens, respectiveh/ ﬁndabil Sg(
* open space: land in its natura state ' @C% ISV&
* patio: an area outside a house, often paved, for relaxing l@at meaur (}I'e‘
® peace and quiet: a calm environment ) fOr Iy A e
* play date: an arranged play time for children Ofpaypajrs h
* rolling hills: an area of small hijis and fields E‘%'“Q lir:adeqlng u\m
AR N

Wiy b,:"'b;

N1
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oectivelf

@ settle down: become established, start a new normal life
o specific: exact

« urban: having to do with the city

« within walking distance: easy to walk to

GRAMMAR REMINDER 2:The Past Simple Tense —
Negatives, Regular Verbs

To form simple past negatives of regular verbs, use the verb in its base
form (no changes) and add didn’t. Remember: don’t put the letters -ed

on the end of the verb for the negative. Look at these examples from the
dialogues.

Correct Example: Not:

We didn’t worry about play dates.  We didn’t worried about play dates.
It didn’t even have a microwave. It didn’t even had a microwave.

o

e S

~~~~~

e e B et b A s Kl e o b i e s e

No matter where you decide to live, one thing is cer-
tain: you'll be paying bills—lots of bills. Big bills and
little bills. Bills, bills, bills!  The mailboxes may look
different, but what's inside is the same everywhere.
If you’re lucky, there will be some fun mail—a letter
or card from a friend far away. But if you're like most
Americans, you'll be opening . . . bills!

It's great to move to a beautiful new place, but
everything has a cost. In English we have a saying:
as a free lunch.” You'll need to pay for gas, electric-
ity, water, telephone, Internet connection, and cable or satellite television
service. It seems the list of bills goes on and on.

Most companies send a bill every month. It's important to pay on time—
late payments can affect your credit rating. Most places encourage you
to pay bills online. That means less paper (and less mail). And although a
landlord is responsible for repairs in an apartment, as a proud new homeown-
er, you'll have the fun of paying those expenses for your new house.

Don't forget the dreaded Murphy’s Law! Sometimes it just seems that
everything is on a timer to break at the same time. One poor homeowner
Moved in one year, and the next year the washer, dryer, st?vg, and dish-
Washer didn’t work. That's Murphy’s Law! (Some days We'Tre st oppy

g6t junk mail.)
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DIALOGUE 3:TRACK 22
mail?

LIA: Anything interesting in the

y : illal
ALAN: Just the usual: junk mail and bills, bills, bills!

LIA: Uh-oh.
ALAN: What's up?
LIA: The credit card bill was due yesterday -

ALAN: Don’t worry about it. You still have a grace
slapped with a late fee.

LIA: | guess so. But | may
my credit rating i good.

ALAN: You shouldn’t have a problem if you pay it right away. Ha ha—|
didn’t think you’d need a timer to remind yourself about bills!

_and | didn’t pay it.

period before you get

need to buy a car next year. | want to make sure

. When people move into a new home, they often have a
"0 housewarming party. Friends will bring a gift for the house
as a way to wish the new homeowner good luck.

You can remove your name from junk mail lists by sending a letter
. to the Direct Marketing Association. Don't fill out contest entry
forms at the mall. Often these are just tricks to get new addresses!

VOCABULARY

* bill: a statement of how much money you owe

credit rating (also called a credit s
n core): i ur
credit is, based on your payments ): an evaluation of how good YO

» dreaded: worrisome, not wanted
due: expected (and sometimes required)

grace period: a time period after the g

without a penalty ue date when you can pay @ bil

@ junk mail: advertising and papers that You have
n

¢ late fee: money the com
Pany charges if
® Murphy’s Law: a famous say ot e o
will go wrong.”

't requested
b 't pay on time
'N9: *Anything that can go wrong,
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« on time: when it’s due; not late
@ slapped with: charged for

o timer: a small device that buzzes after a set time has gone b
V.

Fun Fact!
Okay, we admit it. There are no fun facts about bills!

GRAMMAR REMINDER 3: The Past Simple Tense—
& Sure Negatives, Irregular Verbs
To form simple past negatives of irregular verbs, use the verb in its base

1 form (no changes) and add didn’t. Remember: don’t make any changes to
the main verb. Look at these examples from the dialogue.

Correct Examples: Not

| didn’t pay it. | didn’t paid it.

| didn’t think you'd need a timer. | didn’t thought you’'d need a
5€ timer.
———— MORE FUN WITH IDIOMATIC EXPRESSIONS: The House
a letter « on the house: something given for free by a restaurant
try When the waiter realized it was my birthday, he said dessert was
jresses! on the house.

IR * hit the roof: get really angry
Lauren hit the roof when she found out her brother borrowed the car

without asking her.

* drive someone up the wall: drive someone nuts/crazy ;
od you The Smiths make noise late at night. Their parties drive the neighbors

up the wall.

* bring down the house: hav
It was a good concert from th
biggest hit, they brought down the house.

: high in value
* go through the roof: becomenvg‘ym, %rices of homes went through

When the new mall was built |
the roof.

: iy
e an audience become very excite :
e beginning, put when the band played its

abil |-
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